Introduced by Council President Gulliford & Co-sponsored by 
Council Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-226
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE WORK AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF JACKSONVILLE’S FIVE STAR VETERANS CENTER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
veterans of our nation’s armed forces have been the sentinels at the gates of freedom throughout our nation’s history and we are indebted to them for their patriotism, service and sacrifices
; and

WHEREAS,
established in April 2013, the Jacksonville Five Star Veterans Center has as its mission a commitment to solving the problems of homelessness among displaced veterans in North Florida; and
WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s Five Star Veterans Center has been cited by the senior enlisted advisor to the Joint Chiefs of Staff as “a program that should be the prototype for service homeless veterans”; and
WHEREAS,
when federal office holders or active duty military personnel from our nation’s capital are in town, they often want to visit the Five Star Veterans Center because it is the only transitional/supportive housing program for veterans that is actually run by veterans; and

WHEREAS,
the services of the Five Star Veterans Center include employment and training, skills assessment and development, career counseling, job placement, financial counseling and education, employment follow-up, health & wellness, physical and wellness assessments, health education for nutrition, fitness and stress management, and transportation; and
WHEREAS,
since its establishment, the Five Star Veterans Center has graduated 35 veterans from the program and each is back on his or her  feet, gainfully employed and living in stable, permanent housing; and
WHEREAS,
it is imperative that we, as a community, show our utmost support and demonstrate our genuine gratitude to the men and women in uniform who have faced the ultimate sacrifice in protecting our liberty and way of life; we can do no less, and that is the mission of the Five Star Veterans Center. It is appropriate that we honor the work and recognize  the impressive achievements of the Five Star Veterans Center for its commitment and devotion to bettering the lives of the veterans of Jacksonville and North Florida; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby commend the work and recognizes the achievements of Jacksonville’s Five Star Veterans Center and wishes the center continued successes in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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